
Soldiers2

Feedback
Guard Stuarts
I ENJOYED the May article “A
Tank to Remember” by John
Slee and 1LT David Key, but
would like to point out an impor-
tant omission.

The authors forgot to men-
tion that the first time the Stuart
saw combat was in the Philip-
pines in 1941, where it was used
by the 191st and 192nd Ar-
mored battalions of the National
Guard. They could have given
the National Guard the credit,
which is all the more important
since all of the members of each
of these battalions were cap-
tured by the Japanese and
many of them did not survive
the war.

As a point of interest, there
is a Stuart on display at
Georgia’s Veterans Memorial
State Park (near Cordele, Ga.)
along with a very good small
museum and display park.

MSG Julian D. Shearouse
(Ret.)

via e-mail

Almanac Questions
WHILE recently reading last
January’s Almanac issue I was
dismayed to find the M198
155mm towed howitzer was
omitted from the major-equip-
ment listing. Being a battery
commander of six M-198s, I was
confused about how it could
have been left out.

The M198 is a great piece
of equipment and deserves
good press. If you need a pic-
ture for an article, I have many
photos from our recent Kosovo
deployment with the 10th Moun-
tain Division.

Thank you for your consid-
eration.

CPT Robert Marshall
via e-mail

THOUGH those of us here at
Soldiers who are former infan-

Thanks for the Memories
I JUST finished reading the May
article entitled “Memories of BK”
and was very touched.

I was born in Bad Kreuz-
nach in 1961, the daughter of a
soldier stationed with the 8th
Infantry Division. My father
rotated through Germany
again in 1965 and 1966, but we did not
visit BK.

I have never been back to the city of my birth, and my
parents have no pictures from there. To date, the only im-
ages I have are on a carved wooden plaque my husband
gave me on his return from a recent training exercise at
Grafenwöhr.

To read Heike Hasenauer’s great article, see the pic-
tures you printed and hear the words of the citizens, espe-
cially Beate Streicher, was so nice for me. It was like con-
necting — just a little bit, but certainly more than I have ever
been able to before now — to the town in which I was born.
Thank you.

I would love to correspond with someone from BK who
knows the history of BK and the military. I was thrilled with
your article.

Sincerely and with appreciation,
Tina Summers

via e-mail

YOUR splendid May piece on Bad Kreuznach touched me
in many ways. I served with the 8th Inf. Div. from 1971 to
1974, including two years in BK.

Who can forget Frau Streicher? She hasn’t changed a
bit in the past 26 years. I’ve gotten a lot older, but she appar-
ently has found the fountain of youth.

Your article was quite wonderful, and I know my wife will
enjoy it, too.

Charles Smith
via e-mail

trymen secretly believe that all
tube artillery looks alike, we
didn’t intend to slight the field
artillery in general or the M198
in particular. Given the limited
space available in the Almanac,
we had to limit ourselves to just
two tube artillery systems, one
towed and one self-propelled.
We went with the M119 and
M109, respectively, but in the
next Almanac we’ll make every
effort to include the M198.

I JUST wanted to let you know
how much I appreciate the e-
mail addresses in the Almanac
issue — I’ve been using a lot of
them for months — but where
was the commercial site
www.eArmyHQ.com?

It is an outstanding site with
many, many resources that I
personally find extremely valu-
able.

SGT Gladys J. Crum
via e-mail

THE cover of this month’s
Soldiers features an aerial
view of one of the Army’s
best-kept secrets, Kwajalein
Atoll. Located 2,100 miles
southwest of Honolulu in the
Republic of the Marshall
Islands, Kwajalein offers
soldiers and families an
opportunity to live and work
on a tropical island paradise.
Veteran correspondent Steve
Harding takes a look at this
Pacific island’s mission as
part of the U.S. Army Space
and Missile Defense Command
and shows us what its like to
live and work island-style.

On another island, much
closer to home, SSG Alberto
Betancourt profiles the
mission of military police
stationed at Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba. His firsthand observa-
tions and never-before-seen
photos provide an inside look
at this island within an island
and showcases the soldiers
charged with an important
mission — guarding and
safeguarding detainees from
the war in Afghanistan.

Also in this issue, you’ll
find updates from the Army
National Guard and Army
Reserve, as well as a profile
of Northern Command.

We hope you find this issue
interesting and informative.

From the Editor
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Soldiers is for soldiers and DA civilians. We invite readers’ views. Stay under 150
words — a post card will do — and include your name, rank and address. We’ll
withhold your name if you desire and may condense your views because of space.
We can’t publish or answer every one, but we’ll use representative views. Write to:
Feedback, Soldiers, 9325 Gunston Road, Ste. S108, Fort Belvoir, VA  22060-
5581, or e-mail: soldiers@belvoir.army.mil.

Bad Hair Beret
I AM a soldier and a licensed
cosmetologist, and I would like
to mention a concern many fe-
male soldiers have regarding
the black beret.

Ethnic hair needs moisture
for good porosity. The wool fab-
ric of the beret may be causing
early signs of alopecia (a disor-
der causing baldness in spots),
and could be contributing to tri-
chorrhexis nodosa (knotted
hair/split ends). The black be-
ret is breaking off our hair.

The solution is simple: The
beret needs a lining that will
keep the wool from coming in
contact with the wearer’s hair.

Bald guys are attractive,
bald women are embarrassing!

SSG J. Godinez
via e-mail

Combat Patch History?
I COMMAND Company A of the

112th Signal Battalion under
U.S. Army Special Operations
Command.  My company was
the first to provide long-haul
communications at Camp
Stronghold Freedom, Uzbek-
istan, at the beginning of Octo-
ber 2001. As a result of my
company’s communication sup-
port of combat actions by spe-
cial-operations forces, several
of the soldiers in my company
and battalion are to receive the
USASOC “combat patch.”

We are setting up a cer-
emony of sorts as a battalion
mass and I am preparing some
notes for a speech to be given
by my battalion commander.

Outside of AR 670-1, I can
find nothing about when, where,
why and to whom the first SSI-
FWS was given, other than it
was started at the end of World
War II. I have called both our
Special Warfare College histo-
rian and library and have been
unable to divine any informa-

tion from either source.
My intent is to make this a

memorable event for the sol-
diers who have earned the
patch, by being able to do more
than just throwing it at them and
telling them to sew it on.

CPT Sam Mitchell
via e-mail

IF we remember our Army his-
tory correctly, the “combat
patch” was first authorized for
wear on the right sleeve shortly
before the United States en-
tered World War II. Up to that
time combat veterans of World
War I would sometimes wear
small  medal replicas of their
combat unit’s patch pinned
above one of their uniform’s
breast pockets. For the official
answer, you might want to

check the U.S. Army Center of
Military History’s comprehen-
sive Web site at www.army.
mil/cmh-pg.

‘Nuf Nitpickin’
I HAVE enjoyed your magazine
since the first issue and during
the past nine years of my retire-
ment.

The one negative in almost
every issue is the Feedback
column. It seems to have turned
into a forum for nitpickers. I re-
alize there should be “attention
to detail,” but some of these
folks will never reach the ready
line.

Thank you for a great maga-
zine.

SGM Dave Stroman (Ret.)
Overland Park, Kan.


